STATE OF NEVADA

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS
4600 Kietzke Lane, Suite C121, Reno, Nevada 89502
775-688-2555

RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS REGARDING ASSEMBLY BILL 89

The State of Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers (Board), like many State
occupational and licensing boards, does not receive financial support from the State’s General
Fund. Accordingly, the Board’s day-to-day operations are funded by initial and renewal
licensing fees.

Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 641B.300 sets forth the maximum amount of fees the Board
may charge for services listed in the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 641B.115.
NAC 641B.115, lists all fees the Board actually charges. The last time the Board went before
the Nevada Legislature requesting to raise the ceiling on the maximum amount of fees
allowable in NRS 641B.300 was in 2005. In the ten years following the 2005 Legislature’s
approval to increase the maximum fees, the Board has judiciously raised fees in order to
fiscally meet critical operational needs. Following the recently adopted regulations,
LCB File Number R025-14, the Board’s current list of fees has reached the maximum
allowable in NRS 641B.300. As noted in LCB File Number R025-14, the recent fee increases
will be utilized in upgrading office technical support and office expansion.

Section 37 of Assembly Bill 89 includes language to again allow the Board to raise the ceiling
of maximum allowable fees that the Board may charge. This bill was first heard before the
Committee on Commerce and Labor on February 4, 2015. A decision was made by the bill’s
sponsor to drop section 37 pertaining to the Board’s proposed maximum fees allowable under
NRS 641B.300. An amendment to the proposed fees may be considered at a later date
during the current Legislative session.

The Board believes that having the ability to judiciously raise fees in NAC 641B.115 in
response to the Board’s operational needs is fiscally responsible. Accordingly, the Board’s
Executive Director and Board members will continue to work with the bill's sponsor and
members of the Committee on Commerce and Labor in hopes of achieving an amicable
amendment to section 37 of AB 89. Solutions could include reducing the proposed fee
increases or placing the Board’s ability to set and establish reasonable fees in NAC 641B.115.

Since input from the Board’s licensees and the public are welcome, the Board appreciates
your written opinions and inquiries submitted to the attention of: Kim Frakes, Executive
Director, State of Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers, 4600 Kietzke Lane,
Suite C-121, Reno, NV 89502.

Sincerely,

For the Board of Examiners for Social Workers
Kim Frakes, Executive Director



